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can come
to Me
unless the
Father who
sent Me
draws him;
and | will
raise him
up at the
last day.”

(John 6:44)
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SEEDS SNATHCED BY THE BIRDS

The Thrice blessed His Holiness
Pope Shenouda lll

The Joint Clergy Conference of the Dioceses of Melbourne and Sydney

With the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ, the intercession of the Mother of God St Mary, and the
prayers of St Mark the Apostle, the Joint Annual Clergy Conference of the Dioceses of Melbourne and
Sydney was convened in Sydney from Monday 9 to Wednesday 11 May 2016 under the patronage of
His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il and their Graces Bishop Suriel of Melbourne, Bishop Daniel of Sydney
and Bishop Danial of St Shenouda Monastery. The theme of the conference was “The Priesthood
according to the Early Church Fathers”. Three lectures were given by the Bishops, where His Grace
Bishop Suriel talked about “The Service of the Word”, Bishop Daniel about “The issues and problems
that Priests Face During Their Service Internally and Externally” and Bishop Danial about “The Glory
of Priesthood”. Several fruitful workshops and discussions on these and other topics took place.

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the bishops and the clergy celebrated the Divine Liturgy.

The conference was blessed and delighted when His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il addressed the
conference with an encouraging word about “The Splendour of Priesthood”. This was through live
“Face Time” when His Holiness was on his way from Cairo to St Bishoy Monastery. Their Graces the
Bishops and the clergy extended an invitation to His Holiness to bless Australia with a visit at the
earliest possible time, His holiness replied, “I will pray for this and you too do pray.”

We thank God for the success of the conference and the blessings received.
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Condolences I

Departed in the Lord on Tuesday 3 May in Egypt, Mrs . #lo—=

Angela (Nadia) Nashid (of Archangel & St Anthony ~WCY I IOF F Wier® BR(DA0FT

Church, Melbourne) mother of Magdy Soural Y € F Py B WhHIC bCrl OBk E

(husband of Maggie Sourial); grandmotherof Danny .. ( HPHB ctTfFB OMC)

and Angie Sourial; sister in law of FiFi Ghabrial;aunty ¢ Yy T X yHYUH @ e GkvF fa

of Fr Daniel Ghabrial and Hoda Wahba (wife of Safwat o Cupr K b F T O }KOF IMF Ly Dl

Wahba) and relative of Fr Angelos Raphael. May the Bt Y F (MR BIY Y b 1D

Lord repose her soul in the paradise of joy and give g )E Mﬁmﬂlﬁ_m ,U,WC}E}SYMS y ¢
comfort to all the family members.
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Departed in the Lord on Friday 6 May Mr Farid ne:
. r lOF C3} Kw/mr OF Ca
Abdelmalek (of St Bishoy & St Shenouda Church, 6GMC (apH PRI T [

Melbourne) husband of Mrs Nihal Abdelmalek; father

of Julie Ghaly (wife of Mark Ghaly) and Gna CIF O clOHT eB O3b
Abdelmalek; brother in law of Ehab, Albair and Emad 3B Y MOWEr OF C3K F e
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What happened was heavy and cruel to God’s
heart. Even His disciples doubted in His
Resurrection and did not believe in it. But He
did not face such doubts with admonition.

He embraced their weakness with love and treated their doubts
with convincing. Mary Magdalene went and told them about the
resurrection of the Lord. " And when they heard that He was alive
and had been seen by her, they did not believe." (Mark 16:11)
When the women returned from the tomb and told them about
God's resurrection " And their words seemed to them like idle
tales, and they did not believe them." (Luke 24:11) When the Lord
came up and walked along with the disciples from Emmaus " Now
behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village
called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. " (Luke
24:13) When Jesus Himself stood among them, they did not
believe that He rose but " But they were terrified and frightened,
and supposed they had seen a spirit. " (Luke 24:37) The devil of
doubts could snatch the seeds of faith which God had scattered
on their soil, so the Lord condescended and came down to their
weakness in order that He might convince them of His
resurrection. In the same way He behaved with the two disciples
of Emmaus who were not intelligent as He "And beginning at
Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself. " (Luke 24:27) He
stayed with them till "Then their eyes were opened and they knew
Him; ..." (Luke 24:31). Then they went and told the Eleven. The
Lord, also, condescended to the weakness of the Eleven and
said to them "Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in
your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is | Myself.
Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as
you see | have." (Luke 24:38,39) Then, He, who rose in a glorified
body, condescended to convince them and asked them; "Have
you any food here?" " So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish
and some honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their presence.
" (Luke 24:43) As Thomas was absent, the Lord showed Himself
especially to him to reveal his doubts and to convince him. The
Lord stayed with them till they became sure and believed. "He
also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. " (Acts 1:3) He did not
leave them but appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of God. He sent away the birds which
used to snatch their seeds. He changed them into a good soil
which did not give thirty only but sixty and hundred also. Their
faith became a big fruitful tree which yielded all kinds of good fruit.
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ST ATHANASIUS THE APOSTOLIC

“The Resurrection”
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Fitting indeed, then, and wholly consonant was the death on the cross for us; and we can see how
reasonable it was, and why it is that the salvation of the world could be accomplished in no other
way. Even on the cross He did not hide Himself from sight; rather, He made all creation witness
to the presence of its Maker. Then, having once let it be seen that it was truly dead, He did not
allow that temple of His body to linger long, but forthwith on the third day raised it up, impassible
and incorruptible, the pledge and token of His victory.

It was, of course, within His power thus to have raised His body and displayed it as alive directly
after death. But. the all-wise Saviour did not do this, lest some should deny that it had really or
completely died. Besides this, had the interval between His death and resurrection been but two
days, the glory ' of His incorruption might not have appeared. He waited one whole day to show
that His body was really dead, and then on the third day showed it incorruptible to all.

The interval was no longer, lest people should have forgotten about it and grown doubtful whether
it was in truth the same body. No, while the affair was still ringing in their ears and their eyes were
still straining and their minds in turmoil, and while those who had put Him to death were still on
the spot and themselves witnessing to the fact of it, the Son of God after three days showed His
once dead body immortal and incorruptible; and it was evident to all that it was from no natural
weakness that the body which the Word indwelt had died, but in order that in it by the Saviour's
power death might be done away.

A very strong proof of this destruction of death and its conquest by the cross is supplied by a
present fact, namely this. All the disciples of Christ despise death; they take the offensive against
it and, instead of fearing it, by the sign of the cross and by faith in Christ trample on it as on
something dead.

Before the divine sojourn of the Saviour, even the holiest of men were afraid of death, and
mourned the dead as those who perish but now that the Saviour has raised His body, death is no
longer terrible, but all those who believe in Christ tread it underfoot as nothing, and prefer to die
rather than to deny their faith in Christ, knowing full well that when they die they do not perish, but
live indeed, and become incorruptible through the resurrection.

But that devil who of old wickedly exulted in death, now that the pains of death are loosed, he
alone it is who remains truly dead. There is proof of this too; for men who, before they believe in
Christ, think death horrible and are afraid of it, once they are converted despise it so completely
that they go eagerly to meet it, and themselves become witnesses of the Saviour's resurrection
from it. Even children hasten thus to die, and not men only, but women train themselves by bodily
discipline to meet it.

So weak has death become that even women, who used to be taken in by it, mock at it now as a
dead thing robbed of all its strength. Death has become like a tyrant who has been completely
conquered' by the legitimate monarch; bound hand and foot the passers-by jeer at him, hitting him
and abusing him, no longer afraid of his cruelty and rage, because of the king who has conquered
him. So death has been conquered and branded for what it is by the Saviour on the cross. It is
bound hand and foot, all who are in Christ trample it as they pass and as witnesses to Him deride
it, scoffing and saying,

"0 Death, where is thy victory? “O grave, where is thy sting?" (1 Cor. 15. 55)




ST ATHANASIUS COPTIC ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

Proudly presents a special intensive unit
in conjunction with the Yarra Theological Union

The School of Alexandria

By the Very Rev Dr John Behr

Weekend Dates

24-26 June; 1-3 July; 8-10 July
Friday from 7pm-10pm
Saturday from 9am-3pm
Sunday from 2pm-5pm

Venue

St Athanasius College
88 — 154 Park Road DONVALE

About the Speaker and the Course

The internationally distinguished scholar the Very Rev Dr John Behr will lead a theological
study intensive on The School of Alexandria over three weekends in June and July

The patristics intensive unit will focus on Origen, St Athanasius and St Cyril of Alexandria,
each a significant figure in the School of Alexandria, founded by St Mark the Apostle.

Dr John Behr is currently based in the USA where he serves as the Dean of St Vladmir's
Seminary and Professor of Patristics, teaching courses in patristics, dogmatics and
scriptural exegesis. He also lectures in Patristics at Fordham University.

Dr Behr is respected by students for his capacity to challenge them with new ideas and
understandings, and an ability to present complex theology in a simple and engaging way.

The course will be offered to students at a diploma, degree or master level to students
at the University of Divinity, and is available as an audited subject for external students.

For Further Information

Rev Dr Peter Dobson

Director of Academic Administration
T: 03 8872 8452

E: pdobson@sac.edu.au

W: www.sac.edu.au
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http://stmina.info/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d8%ad%d8%af-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ab%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%89-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ae%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b3%d9%8a%d9%86/

