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Matthew is an expert leader and passionate educator widely experienced 5 2o \ is.”
within the independent schools sector. He holds a Master of Education in 2>g _§' _____

. . . . 2 > "n
Leadership & phange Management. He was prewously. Dgputy Pnncpal g 3@ * ’ (Mark 13: 33)
of a co-educational Catholic school and he has brought significant benefits ££8

- to his school. His notable achievements since undertaking his tenure as o € [,"-’

ol A -0 L : . o £ Aol i) 5200
iusig Principal include increasing enrolments by 150 families because of the 522 Tk
wssase il L establishment of a new marketing communications strategy; restructuring 55 ¥ s Costle adil
88 - 154 Park Rd. Executive and Middle Leadership, Administration, IT, Maintenance Teams g2 88.-154 Park Rd.
Donvale - Vic 3111 . cC Qo Donvale - Vic 3111

and commencement of a new Early Learning Centre attached to the sss
vichamnomvicatzz || School. We welcome and congratulate Matthew as the new principal for ©°Ss Mitcham North, ViC 3132
phone: +61-398728400 || St. Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College, and believe that he will be a great S8¢& Phone: +61-3-8872 8400
Fax: +61-3-8874 8449 addition tO our CO”ege. _qc, _qc, Fax: +61-3-8874 8449
Email: Bishop@MelbCopts.org = * Email: Bishop@MelbCopts.org
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Congratulations

Warm congratulations to John Nasr on his great
achievement being awarded a master degree
in Engineering from Cranfield Postgraduate
University, Oxford Shire - UK. John got the
highest score for his class. May the Lord bless
his work and grant him more success and
progress.

St George Church Annual Fete
St. George Church annual fete will be held today 30t
August, the second day of the fete, at the church premises
77-79 Henry Street, St. Albans. The church welcomes all
to come to support and enjoy the activities of this festival.

St. Verena Church Annual Fete

St. Verena Church annual fete will be held on Saturday 12t
and Sunday 13® September at the church premises, 583
Orrong Road, Armadale. The church welcomes all to come
to support and enjoy the activities at the fete.

St. Bishoy & St. Shenouda Annual Fete
St. Bishoy & St. Shenouda annual fete will be held on
Saturday 19" and Sunday 20 September at the church
premises, 1- 9 Prospects Road, Bulleen. The church invites
all to come to support and enjoy the activities.

Condolences
Departed in the Lord on Saturday 22" August Mrs Sabah
Shalaby, (of St. George Church) wife of Mr Peter Shalaby;
mother of Theresa wife of Luke Galea, Rosemary wife of
Ramy Kamel, and Ruth; Sister of Gamal Hanna. May the
Lord repose her soul in the paradise of joy and grant
comfort to her family.

Condolences
Departed in the Lord on Saturday 22 August Mr Faiek
Matta, husband of Samira Wadie; father of Albert and Enas
Gabrial, Adel and Jacquliene Bisada. May the Lord repose
his soul in the paradise of joy and grant comfort to his
family.

40t Day Memorial

The 40n Day Memorial for the Late Mr Gobran Naguib,
husband of Mrs Nelly; father of late Mary wife of Dr Masoud
Anderyas, Youssey husband of Maurine, and Dr Eva wife
of Mr Gerguis Youssef; and uncle of Dr Youhanna Youssef
will be held on Sunday 13 September at St. Bishoy & St.
Shenouda Church, Bulleen during the Liturgy prayers 9 —
11 am. May the Lord repose his soul in the paradise of Joy
and grant comfort to his family.
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DISCIPLESHIP

The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenouda lll
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Continued from the last issue...

Read and make sure that you fully
understand and extract those spiritual
concepts, which are most beneficial and
appropriate for you. Write them down in a personal notebook,
so that you can remind yourself of them from time to time.
Discipline yourself to do them, and be responsible for
practising them. Watch yourself as you apply them. If you fall
short in your spiritual knowledge into your way of life. In talking
about books and the scholar Origen, we can mention St Basil
the great and St Gregory, who pronounced on the divinities,
who were both disciples of Origen.

Although they were not his contemporaries, since they lived in
the following century, nevertheless, we can say that because
they learned from his books, they were his disciples, in the
same way as the Jews referred to themselves when they
spoke to the man who had been born blind saying: "we are
Moses' disciples.” (John 9:28). Yet obviously, they had not
lived at the same time as the prophet Moses, but having
studied the five books which Moses wrote that called, the
Pentateuch (the Law of Moses), they felt entitled to call
themselves his disciples. You will no doubt have come across
many good and kind people.

Nevertheless, have you benefited from them and from their
example? Believe me; God will judge us on the last day if we
have not taken full advantage of learning from those whom He
has sent to us as exemplars whom we should imitate. Just as
He said about those who were His contemporaries when He
lived on earth: "The queen of the South will rise up in the
judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and
indeed a greater than Solomon [is] here." (Matt. 12:42).
Perhaps you might hear or read about the virtue of gentleness,
but not understand it exactly. Then God sends you a gentle-
tempered person from whose peaceful, kind behaviour you
learn by watching, and in this way you understand more about
what it is to be gentle than you would from explanations in
books.

Therefore, the Lord sends us living examples for every virtue:
for humility, simplicity, holy zeal, faith, and for all those spiritual
matters that the books are unable to explain precisely. This
might carry a wider meaning than words or expressions could
convey; and if we do not learn from such models and God were
to ask, 'Why didn't you learn from these practical examples!',
then “every mouth may be stopped,” (Rom. 3:19).

To continue in the next issue...
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PRESS RELEASE

Coptic Church Head denounces end to SRl in Victorian state schools
Promotion of Religious values integral to holistic education; says Coptic Bishop

His Grace Bishop Suriel, Head of the Diocese of Melbourne and Affiliated Regions for the
Coptic Orthodox Church has stated his opposition to the Victorian government's plans to end
special religious instruction classes during school hours.

Bishop Suriel stated, "It saddens me that on the Feast Day of the champion of religious
education, St Habib Girgis, that the Victorian government would announce the cessation of SR
from state schools."

"Understanding and learning about faith and scripture can help children discover more about
themselves and how they feel about God and religion allowing them to become well adjusted
to the world around them," said Bishop Suriel. "The promotion of Christian values and morals
is integral to holistic education as it helps to instill a greater moral compass in children from a
younger age."

The Church firmly believes that religious education promotes vital moral codes in children.

"By moving SRI classes to before or after school or during lunchtime, many Victorian children
will no longer be able to benefit from religious studies due to many parents' work commitments
and students' extracurricular activities," Bishop Suriel added. "Religious education classes
provide a safe place to ask life's difficult questions and can provide a child with meaning and
hope when facing life's challenges."

Bishop Suriel is also the Dean of the St Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College and
completed his PhD at Fordham University in Religious Education on St Habib Girgis, the
founder of modern Christian education for children in Egypt in 1900, successfully convincing
the secular government of the day to value the role of religion in society.

Habib Girgis worked to preserve the Coptic identity through Sunday schools for children and
was Dean of the Coptic Theological College in Cairo.

For many Coptic families in Victoria these changes come as a great disappointment. Amal
Abdelkodous, a mother of three primary school children, chose their school because it offered
SRl and the costs of religious schools placed private education out of reach.

"Religion teaches my children to be respectful of everyone and how to be caring, loving and
sharing, which is something currently missing in society," Amal says. "As a migrant, | came to
Australia — a Christian country - but now my children ask me why they can't talk about God or
Jesus or participate in Christmas activities."
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To the Bishops of Egypt
Continued from the last Issue ...
Arian statements:
Now Bishop Alexander of the blessed memory cast Arius out of the Church for holding and
maintaining the following opinions: "God was not always a Father: The Son was not always: But
whereas all things were made out of nothing, the Son of God also was made out of nothing: And
since all things are creatures. He also is a creature and a thing made and since all things once
were not, but were afterwards made. There was a time when the Word of God Himself was not;
and He was not before He was begotten, but He had a beginning of existence, for He has then
originated when God has chosen to produce Him, for He also is one among the rest of His works.
In addition, since He is by nature changeable, and only continues good because He chooses by
His own free will, He is capable of being changed, as are all other things, whenever He wishes.
And therefore God, as | foreknowing that He would be good, gave Him by anticipation that glory
which He would have obtained afterwards by His virtue; and He is now become good by His works
which God foreknew." Accordingly, they say, that Christ is not truly God, but that He is called God
because of His participation in God's nature, as are all other creatures.
And they add, that He is not that Word which is by nature in the Father, and is proper to His
Essence, nor is He His proper wisdom by which He made this world. But that there is another
Word, which is properly in the Father, and another Wisdom which is properly in the Father, by
which Wisdom also He made this Word, and that the Lord Himself is called the Word (Reason)
conceptually in regard of things endued with reason, and is called Wisdom conceptually in regard
of things endued with wisdom. Nay, they say that as all things are in essence separate and alien
from the Father, so He also is in all respects separate and alien from the essence of the Father,
and properly belongs to things made and created, and is one of them; for He is a creature, and a
thing made, and a work. Again, they say that God did not create us for His sake, but Him for our
sakes.
For they say, "God was alone, and the Word was not with Him, but afterwards when He would
produce us, then He made Him; and from the time He was made, He called Him the Word, and
the Son, and the Wisdom, in order that He might create us by Him. In addition, as all things
subsisted by the will of God, and did not exist before; so also He was made by the will of God, and
did not exist before. For the Word is not the proper and natural Offspring of the Father, but has
Himself originated by grace: for God who existed made by His will the Son who did not exist, by
which will also He made all things, and produced, and created, and willed them to come into being.'
Moreover, they say also, that Christ is not the natural and true power of God; but as the locust and
the canker worm are called a power, so also He is called the power of the Father.
Furthermore, he said, that the Father is secret from the Son, and that the Son can neither see nor
know the Father perfectly and exactly. For having a beginning of existence, He cannot know Him
that is without beginning; but what He knows and sees, He knows and sees in a measure
proportionate to His own measure, as we also know and see in proportion to our powers. He added
also, that the Son not only does not know His own Father exactly, but that He does not even know
His own essence.

To continue in the next issue ...
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