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Family Seminar (Part Two)
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After the success of the first part, and under the auspices of His Grace Bishop
Suriel, the family service committee has organized the second part of this
fruitful series. The seminar will focus on the pillars of success of the Christian
family and it will take place at 11am – 4pm as follows:
29/11/2014 - at St Mary Church, Kensington
6/12/2014 - at Archangel Michael and St Anthony Church,
Ch
Oakleigh
13/12/2014 - at St Bishoy and St Shenouda Church, Bulleen
20/12/2014 - at St Verina Church
The seminar consists of three sessions:
1. Pillars of the Christian family
2. Thorns in the garden of marriage: workshop, group discussion
3. Do's and Don'ts in a married life: workshop, group discussion
The seminar is supervised by highly qualified Reverend
Re
Fathers and Servants,
and will be held in Arabic and English languages simultaneously in parallel
sessions.
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“Then those
men, when
they had
seen the
sign that
Jesus did,
said, This
is truly the
Prophet who
is to come
into the
world.”
(John 6:14)
Published by: The Coptic
Orthodox Church
Diocese of Melbourne
And Affiliated Regions
88 - 154 Park Rd. Donvale
Vic 3111
P. O. Box 1150,
Mitcham North, VIC 3132
Phone: +61-3-8872 8400
Fax: +61-3-8874 8449
Email: Bishop@MelbCopts.org

DIOCESE NEWS

 
اءNــG

Condolences
Departed to heaven in Egypt on Saturday 1st
November, Mrs. Aida Gendy Attwa, the mother of
Very Reverend Fr. Marcos Yassa the priest at St.
George’s Church, Oakleigh, Amany and Nagy
Yassa in Egypt; mother in law of tasoni Magda wife
of Fr. Marcos; and grandmother of George and
Marco Yassa. Fr. Marcos and tasoni Magda have
travelled to Egypt to attend the funeral. Our sincere
condolences to Fr. Marcos and tasoni Magda
asking the Lord to repose Mrs. Aida’s soul in the
paradise of joy and the comfort of the Holy Spirit to
all members of the family and relatives.
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St. Macarius Church Fete
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St. Macarius Church annual fete is held for the
second day today Sunday 9th November at the
Greek Orthodox Church site: 101 B Royal Parade,
Reservoir. All are welcome to come and support
the church

St. Mina & St. Marina’s Church Fete
St. Mina & St. Marina’s Church annual fete will be
held on Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th November
at the Church Location, 41 - 59 Saffron Drive,
Hallam. All are welcome to come and support the
church.
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St. George’s Church Annual Dinner will be held on
Sunday 16th November at The Luxor Function
Centre, 503 Sydenham Road, Taylors Lakes. For
tickets please contact your church representatives.
Alternatively, please contact Mr. Nashaat on 0400228-572
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St. Mary’s Church Dinner
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With the blessing and attendance of His Grace
Bishop Suriel, St. Mary’s Church Inaugural Dinner
will be held on Sunday 23rd November from
5:30pm – 10pm at Ultima Function Centre, Keilor
(corner Keilor Park Drive & Ely Court). For tickets
please contact the church treasurer Fady Malek on
0411-390-902. Tickets price: $60 for adults and
$30 for children.
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COMPARATIVE THEOLOGY
The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenouda III

Intercession
Continued from the last issue...

The prayers of men for each other (whether
they have departed or are still striving in the flesh) is a
manifestation of the mutual love which exists between
humans; a proof of man's belief that those who have
departed are still living and that their prayers are
accepted by God, and an indication that God venerates
His saints. God permits intercession for the benefit of
men and this intercession rears a bridge between the
inhabitants of heaven and those on earth. Heaven is no
longer an unknown and frightful place to people but they
have come to believe in the work and love of the saints'
souls.
The following are important questions frequently asked
by those who deny intercession:
(4) Do angels and saints know our condition on earth?
Do the souls of the saints know our condition? Do our
prayers reach them? We reply in the affirmative. The
proofs are: There is no doubt that knowledge in heaven
is greater than that on earth. It is surprising that
someone asks: Do saints in heaven know our news and
our prayers on earth?
The Apostle Paul replies, saying: "For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part,
but then I, shall know just as I also am known" (1Cor.13:
12). So in the next world our knowledge will increase
and many secrets will be revealed to us when we take
off this body which binds the soul. There, the knowledge
of the soul will expand and go beyond the sphere of
limited knowledge to a wider sphere. To this knowledge
will be added the knowledge revealed by God to the
souls, namely, anything that is enclosed within the
sphere of the Divine Revelation.
The knowledge of the angels is shown clearly in the
Lord's words: "...there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just
persons who need no repentance" (Lk.15: 7).
This means that the news of the earth reaches the
inhabitants of heaven, whether the angels or the souls
of the saints. They know who repents and who needs
repentance, and they rejoice over the repentance of one
sinner. Unless they know the news of the earth, how
could they rejoice?
To be continued in the next issue...
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WISDOM FROM THE
EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
Blessed Are You
Hymn 16 by Ephrem of Edessa
Blessed are you, Nazareth, Whom the Jews despised but whose name was made beautiful by our
King, who, as a child, clothed Himself in you, the Nazarene. Blessed are the streets, and the houses
and the marketplaces that surrounded Him and moulded Him bodily, as He surrounded and
moulded the whole of the Universe. Blessed this strange miracle, when the Framer of the Universe
ran about your walls playing games with your children. And blessed too is Cana, whose bridegroom
called to the feast the Bridegroom Whoo summoned the gentiles to His wedding, so bringing them
back to Eden. And blessed are the guests gathered at Cana. They were the first to be blessed by
Him as they were first to taste His wine.
Blessed is the little man high in a tree that came down at the call of our Lord Who came down from
heaven to go that day to his home. And when He entered the door, He scattered the ill-gotten
treasure wrung from the poor which, when it was sown back among the poor yielded abundantly so
that when He went up on the Tree the man who had hidden in a tree was saved.
And blessed is the wilderness which the Lord has blessed with a crown of silence. Who among those
that wish to analyse and discuss could begin to analyse the bread that multiplied with the dew in the
morning in the time of Moses, or the loaves,
oaves, under the blessing of the Lord? He is blessed who knows
to accept His blessing and to feed on Him without disputing His begetting. Hunger is a lesson for us,
for the truly hungry does not stop to quarrel over
ove the meaning of the blessing that he craves. Our Lord
by dying has become our living Bread, and surely we can take delight in this without endless
discussion and debate; and without having to investigate the whys and wherefores we can surely
drink His wine. The wine in the drinker's glass is not the wine as it is in the chemist's retort. We need
to live, but if we stand outside our life, substituting for it an abstract analysis, then we substitute for the
living Bread a thing that is dead.
Blessed are you, who could be anyone, out of whom our Lord expelled a multitude of demons.
Ask the erudite gentlemen who want to dissect the Son where exactly in you dwelt the
demon? Blessed is the silencing of that multitude of tongues and blessed
blesse too your shattered limbs,
resting. You are an image of the world that was stripped naked and exposed to shame but now it
is restored again, and this iss the work of the Lord for He, alone among men has power not to despoil
but to give back chastity.
And you too are blessed, the Jew whom your Lord recognised as a true Israelite, a man who
wasn't wrapped in the mantle of the serpent,
nt, a man who stands as an anti type to Adam, hearing the
call to Salvation in a garden as Adam in Eden heard his condemnation. Nathaniel out from under a fig
tree hurried to clothe himself anew to meet the Lord. They told you, underneath the trees, 'He has
been found Who came to find all, to find Adam,
Adam who was lost, and to restore his garment of light, to
return to Eden.' You were sitting in the fig tree's shadow and this was an image of the dark world
but then, out from beneath the fig tree, as one who has shaken off the world, you strode forth, to meet
the Lord. The tree of life was sad when it saw
sa Adam fade away before it, so it shrank smaller and
smaller into the earth and finally it too vanished,
vanis
but now it has appeared again at Golgotha and
humankind, breaking away from the fowler's snare, flees to it as to a safe refuge. Now, instead, it
is our persecutor who is beaten down, and we at last are reunited with the Tree.

WRITINGS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
THE APOSTOLIC
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Letter LIV. To Serapion, Concerning the Death of Arius
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Athanasius to Serapion, a brother and fellow-minister, health in the Lord.
I have read the letters of your piety, in which you have requested me to make known to you the
events of my times relating to myself, and to give an account of that most impious heresy of the
Arians, in consequence of which I have endured these sufferings, and also of the manner of the
death of Arius. With two out of your three demands I have readily undertaken to comply, and
have sent to your Godliness what I wrote to the Monks; from which you will be able to learn my
own history as well as that of the heresy. But with respect to the other matter, I mean the death; I
debated with myself for a long time, fearing lest anyone should suppose that I was exulting in the
death of that man. But yet, since a disputation which has taken place amongst you concerning
the heresy, has issued in this question, whether Arius died after previously communicating with
the Church; I therefore was necessarily desirous of giving an account of his death, as thinking
that the question would thus be set at rest, considering also that by making this known I should
at the same time silence those who are fond of contention. For I conceive that when the
wonderful circumstances connected with his death become known, even those who before
questioned it will no longer venture to doubt that the Arian heresy is hateful in the sight of God.
I was not at Constantinople when he died, but Macarius the Presbyter was, and I heard the
account of it from him. Arius had been invited by the Emperor Constantine, through the interest
of Eusebius and his fellows; and when he entered the presence the Emperor enquired of him,
whether he held the Faith of the Catholic Church? And he declared upon oath that he held the
right Faith, and gave in an account of his Faith in writing, suppressing the points for which he had
been cast out of the Church by the Bishop Alexander, and speciously alleging expressions out of
the Scriptures. When therefore he swore that he did not profess the opinions for which Alexander
had excommunicated him, [the Emperor] dismissed him, saying, `If your Faith be right, you has
done well to swear; but if your Faith be impious, and you has sworn, God judge of thee according
to your oath.' when he thus came forth from the presence of the Emperor, Eusebius and his
fellows, with their accustomed violence, desired to bring him into the Church. But Alexander, the
Bishop of Constantinople of blessed memory, resisted them, saying that the inventor of the
heresy ought not to be admitted to communion; whereupon Eusebius and his fellows threatened,
declaring, `As we have caused him to be invited by the Emperor, in opposition to your wishes, so
to-morrow, though it be contrary to your desire, Arius shall have communion with us in this
Church.' It was the Sabbath when they said this.
When the Bishop Alexander heard this, he was greatly distressed, and entering into the church,
he stretched forth his hands unto God, and bewailed himself; and casting himself upon his face
in the chancel, he prayed, lying upon the pavement. Macarius also was present, and prayed with
him, and heard his words. And he besought these two things, saying, `If Arius is brought to
communion to-morrow, let me Your servant depart, and destroy not the pious with the impious;
but if You wilt spare Your Church (and I know that You will spare), look upon the words of
Eusebius and his fellows, and give not Your inheritance to destruction and reproach.
To be continued in the next issue…
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