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His Grace Bishop Suriel’ss Visit to Canberra – 27th Aug 2014
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On Wednesday 27th August 2014, His Grace Bishop Suriel travelled to Canberra to
meet with the Minister of Immigration & Border Protection, Hon. Scott Morrison MP.
His Grace was accompanied by a delegation from our Church comprising of Fr.
Abanoub Attalla, Fr. Michael Zamer, Cr. Sam Aziz and Mr. Jimmy Morcos.
The purpose of this visit was to address growing concerns that relate to our Coptic
community either seeking residency onshore or seeking to migrate to Australia from
Egypt. The discussions were extensive
ive and fruitful. His Grace raised concerns with
the Minister of the growth of IS (Islamic State) and its potential threat to our peace
loving Coptic community in Egypt. His Grace also addressed the current volatile
situation for Copts in Egypt and passed onto the Minister His Holiness Pope
Tawadros II’s greetings by way of a letter directed to the Australian government.
The Minister was extremely accommodating and allocated his Chief of Staff and his
Immigration Department Executive Manager to work with tthe delegation on specific
cases and immigration policy that directly relates to our church and our community.
We will continue to work with them on complex matters and the development of
future policy.
Sayedna also asked for the Minister to specifically support
upport the Syrian and Iraqi
Christian communities who were affected by the latest wave of persecution in their
homelands. The Minister assured Sayedna that they have allocated visas for
approximately 4400 Syrian and Iraqi refugees who are displaced in othe
other countries
and are registered with the United Nations High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR).
Following the meeting with the Minister, His Grace was interviewed by the highly
acclaimed Channel 7 political reporter, Mr. Tim Lester who asked for Sayedna to
comment on the current crisis that Middle Eastern Christians face. Sayedna
articulated our church’s concerns and asked for the Australian government to seek
swift solutions to protect the interests of those most affected
ed.
His Grace Bishop Suriel and our
ur delegation were then invited to a peace rally infront
of Parliament House organised by the Iraqi Christian community. The rally was
attended by highly influential and most notable community leaders, Ministers and
former Immigration Ministers along with 100s of Iraqi Christians. His Grace was
invited to address the masses. Sayedna’s message was comforting where he
highlighted to the aggrieved Iraqi Christian community to forgive our transgressors
as Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ forgave those who unju
unjustly crucified Him.
Sayedna also beseeched the Australian Government to take necessary action to
protect our people in the Middle East.
It was a brief but highly successful day in our nation’s capital and we thank God for
all that Sayedna managed to achieve.
ve. May Our Lord protect His Grace and our
blessed people so that we all live in peace.
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DIOCESE NEWS
Divine Liturgy at Geelong
His Grace Bishop Suriel will celebrate the Divine
Liturgy with our Coptic Community in Geelong on
Saturday 6th September 2014 from 9 – 11am at the
following new address of the Church Ministry:
St. Paul Lutheran Church, (Corner of Surf Coast Hwy
or (Torquay Road) with Heyers Road Grovedale, VIC
3217. The community welcomes all to attend.

St. Verena’s Church Fete
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St Verena’s Church is holding its fete today 31st of
August, which is the second day of the fete, at 583
Orrong Rd, Armadale. The money raised will be
equally shared between St Verena’s Church and the
Fiji Mission in Fiji (including St Mina’s Children’s
home). You are encouraged to come along and
support this blessed event.
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St. Bishoy & St. Shenouda’s
Church Fete
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St Bishoy & St. Shenouda’s Church annual fete will
be held on Saturday 20th and Sunday
21st September at the Church site 1 -9 Prospect Rd.
Bulleen. All are welcome to come and support the
Church.
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Departed to heaven on Sunday 24 August, in Egypt,
Mrs. Nargis Salib mother of Maher Salib of St.
George’s Church (husband of Dr. Sanaa Salib);
grandmother of Michael and Mina Salib. We ask the
Lord to repose her soul in the paradise of joy and to
comfort all her family members.
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Condolences
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Departed to heaven on 24th August in Egypt, Dr.
Amal Bassily wife of Dr. Naashat Lotfy; mother of
Dr. Shady and Dr. Ramy Lotfy; sister of Raouf
Bassily (husband of Maggie) from St. Bishoy and St.
Shenouda’s Church, and Dr. Iman Bassily in Egypt.
We ask the Lord to repose her soul in the paradise
of joy and comfort all her family members.
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COMPARATIVE THEOLOGY
The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenouda III

Tradition
Continued from the last issue...

St. Paul the Apostle said to his disciple
Titus, the Bishop of Crete: "For this reason I left you in
Crete, that you should set in order the things that are
lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded
you" (Titus 1: 5). He did not spell out in his Epistle how to
appoint priests, with regard to the prayers, rituals and the
necessary conditions thereof. How did St. Titus know
about this matter other than by verbal instruction? That is
why the Apostle said to him: "...as I commanded you". The
details of this command were not recorded in the Epistle
but the disciple the bishop learnt them verbally, 'face to
face", and they reached us through Tradition. The same
applies to what St. Paul the Apostle said to his disciple
Timothy, the Bishop of Ephesus: "And the things that you
have heard from me among many witnesses, commit
these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also"
(2Tim.2:2). Here the Apostle refers to the word ‘hear’ and
not ‘write'. He did not tell us what his disciple heard from
him. But undoubtedly, that teaching was entrusted from St.
Paul to St. Timothy then to faithful and reliable persons
who in turn entrusted them to others. Thus the
entrustment continued successively until it reached us.
Those who insist on proving everything by a verse from
the Holy Bible disregard what the Apostle said about 'face
to face" (2John. 12), the Apostles' instructions concerning
the churches, which they did not record (1Cor.11: 34), the
Apostles' commands to their disciples (Titus 1: 5) and the
Apostolic teachings which turned into life and practice in
the Church without being a verse from an Epistle or the
Gospels. We mention, to illustrate this point, the
consecration of Sunday as the Lord's Day
All Christians who only believe in the Holy Bible and
oppose Church Tradition, consecrate Sunday instead of
Saturday as the Lord's Day and do not adhere to the literal
meanings of the verses: "Remember the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy" (Ex.20: 8) and "Observe the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy" (Deut.5: 12). From where do they derive the
teaching of consecrating Sunday instead of Saturday? Is it
from the Holy Bible or from Tradition? Undoubtedly, it is
from Tradition because there is not one single verse which
says: "Remember Sunday, to keep it holy" or "Observe
Sunday, to keep it holy. In it you shall do no work".
To be continued in the next issue…
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SAYINGS OF THE EARLY FATHERS
OF THE CHURCH
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The Twofold Coming of Jesus Christ
Cyril of Jerusalem
We preach not one coming only of Jesu
sus Christ, but a second also, far more glorious than the
first. The first revealed the meaning off his patient endurance; the second brings with it the crown
of the divine kingdom. Generally speaki
aking, everything that concerns our Lord Jesus Christ is
twofold. His birth is twofold: one, of God
G before time began; the other, of the Virgin in the
fullness of time. His descent is twofold: one, unperceived like the dew falling on the fleece; the
other, before the eyes of all, is yet to happen.
In his first coming he was wrapped in swaddling
sw
clothes in the manger. In his second coming he
is clothed with light as with a garment. In his first coming he bore the cross, despising its shame;
he will come a second time in glory accompanied by the hosts of angels.
It is not enough for us, then, to be con
ontent with his first coming; we must wait in hope of his
second coming. What we said at his first coming, “Blessed is he who
wh comes in the name of the
Lord,” (Mark 11:10, Psalm 118:26) wee shall repeat at his last coming. Running out with the
angels to meet the Master we shall cryy out
o in adoration, “Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord” (Matthew 23:39).
The Savior will come not to be judged
ed again but to call to judgment those who called him to
judgment. He who was silent when hee was
w first judged, will indict the malefactors who dared to
perpetrate the outrage of the cross, and say, “These things you did and I was silent”
sil
(Psalm
50:21). He first came in the order of divine
divi providence to teach men by gentle persuasion; but
when he comes again they will, whether they wish it or not, be subjected to his kingship.
The prophet Malachi has something to say about each of these
th
comings. “The Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple” (Malachi 3:1). That is the first coming.
Again, of the second coming he says,, “And
“A the angel of the covenant whom you seek. Behold,
the Lord almighty will come: but who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears? For he is like a refin
finer’s fire and like fuller’s soap; he will sit like a refiners
and a purifier” (Malachi 3:2-3). Paul pointed
poi
to the two comings when he wrote to Titus, “The
grace of God has appeared for the salv
alvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and
worldly passions, and to live sober, upri
pright, and godly lives in the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:11-13).
13). You see how he has spoken of the first coming, for which
he gives thanks, and of the second to which we look forward.
Hence it is that by the faith we profess,, which
w
has just been handed on to you, we believe in him
“who ascended into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of the Father. He will come
com again
in glory to judge the living and the dead;
ad; and his kingdom will have no end” (Mark 16:19, Mark
13:26, 2 Timothy 4:1).
Our Lord Jesus Christ will, then, comee from heaven. He will come in glory at the end of this
world on the last day. Then there will
ill be
b an end to this world, and this created world will be
made new.

COMMENTARY UPON THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE
ST. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA
5:30. “And their scribes and Pharisees murmured, saying unto His disciples”:
Continued from the last issue...

But observe their perseverance in malice: for no sooner have they received an explanation of their
first accusation, than they change from one thing to another, in the hope of finding an opportunity of
convicting the holy disciples, and Jesus Himself, of disregard of the law. But they are told in reply,
now is the bride-chamber, the time of calling, the time of instruction: the children are being nursed up;
those who are called are being fed with milk: fasting is not yet seasonable. For yes! Say they, you
feast with publicans and sinners, although the law commands that the pure should not hold
intercourse with the impure: and your pretext for transgressing the law is your love for mankind. But
why you fast not according to the custom of the just and those who wish to live according to the law?
But in answer to such objections one may say, do you understand at all yourself, O Jew, the proper
method of fasting? For as the prophet Isaiah says, "On the days of your fasts ye find your own wills,
and goad all who are subject unto you. If ye fast for lawsuits and contentions, and strike the lowly with
fists, why fast ye for Me? This is not the fast I have chosen, says the Lord." And do you then, when
you yourself know not how to fast, blame the holy apostles for not fasting after your fashion?
And to view it in another light, those who are made wise by the new covenant in Christ, fast rationally;
that is, by humbling themselves in the eyes of God, and imposing upon themselves as it were a
voluntary sentence of labour and abstinence, that they may obtain forgiveness of their offences, or
win some fresh spiritual gift, or even to mortify the law of sin that is in their fleshly members.
But this mode of fasting you are ignorant of, O Pharisee! For you have refused to receive the
heavenly Bridegroom, Who is the planter and teacher of every virtue, even Christ. Moreover, the
saints indeed fast that they may quell the passions of the body by exhausting it: but Christ needed not
to fast for the perfecting of virtue, because, as being God, He was free from all passion; nor did His
companions, because they received of His grace, and were made strong, and wrought virtue oven
without fasting. And even though He fasted for the forty days, it was not to mortify any passions in
Himself, but to set an example for men in His own conduct of the law of abstinence. With good reason
therefore He defends Himself by the words which the Evangelist goes on to record.
5:34. But He said unto them, Can ye make the sons of the bride-chamber fast, while the
bridegroom is with them?
Observe, I pray again, the manner in which Christ shows that they have no share in the feast, but are
altogether strangers to the joy felt on His account, and without part in the world's great festival. For
the revelation of our Saviour to the world was nothing else than a general festival, at which He
spiritually united to Himself the nature of man, to be as it were His bride: that she who had been long
barren might be fruitful, and blessed with a numerous offspring. All therefore are the children of the
bride chamber who are called by Him through the new message of the Gospel: but not the scribes
and Pharisees, who attached themselves solely to the shadow of the law. But as He had once
granted permission to the children of the bride chamber not to afflict themselves, as a |89 a
concession suitable to the season, inasmuch as they were keeping a spiritual feast, that fasting might
not be entirely rejected by us, He adds most suitably.
5:35. But the days will come, when also the bridegroom shall be taken away from them;
then shall they fast in those days.
For all things are good in their season. But what is the meaning of the bridegroom being taken away from
them? It is His being taken up into heaven.
To be continued in the next issue...
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